The Zaul people
By Aida Kidane, posted on 19 Mar 2004

The Zaul of Eritrea are an Agaw group and are now found spread out in many
areas, about 55 villages and towns. In most villages the Zauls entered as
migrants as most were migrating north from Debarua where they had split up.
This makes them minorities that they were getting dissolved as a tribe.
They claim to be from the lost tribe of Judah, as descendants of Yosef son
of Yakob. Yosef, say the elderly, slept with eyes opened and saw the future
in his dreams.

They first appeared in the Eritrean plateau in Debarua ca 1550 AD Originally
they were of the Agau ruling class called the Zague Dynasty, Ze-Agau, a
dynasty started by Mera Tekle Haimanot from Merrera, Hamasien. After having
ruled for 343 years to 1272 A. D. The last Zague king abdicated to Yukuno
Amlak, as the Zague were not of Solomonic line. There are legends of how the
Zague ascended to the throne by the influence of Saint Tekle Haimanot.
  
The Zague were powerful and when they agreed to give back the throne, they
were given their own province in Lasta, given their own capital city,
Sekota, in an area called Wag in the north. This area was to be theirs and
their descendants. They were to pay no taxes and no one was to interfere
with them.

Those who settled in the Kebessa spoke Tigrina while those in Senhit have
adapted completely to the culture and habits of the Blein and Tigre tribes.
Book "Zanta Eritrea" by Fit. Mikel Hasama Raka p 106, states that the Agaus
in Eritrea are the Gebre TarKe, Adkeme Mliga, Liban and Zaul.
  In Senhit, they have bonds that hold them together. One is the word "Ab
Selab" used as in greeting, word of surprise, in vowing etc. (The Almeda
also swear by it) Another bond is that they all recall their great father
who first came to Eritrea, Bahr Negash Abraham and his two sons, Ande Hariat
(Hawariat) and Tesfa Hariat, ca 1550 AD

ALL ZAUL GATHERING OF ASMERA
  
In 1954 Eth.Cal. all Zauls had a large meeting a big tent pitched and many
cattle slaughtered in Edaga Hamus area of Asmera. The Zauls had sent
representatives from all over Eritrea. They had prior to then collected
their history narrations from the Kibre Negest in Axum.
  The reason for this meeting was said that a woman scolded a Zaul woman
saying she was of unknown origin, which was offensive at that time. They may
have had other reasons too. Villages and names of the representatives
according to the booklet published to all in 1954 were:


AWRAJA SERAE
1 Aregit Mekrem -- Balambaras Habte Mariam 

2, Adi Kem Nazim – Bashai Tesfa Debas
3, Adeki Genet -- Bashai Haile Ekuba Mikel

4, Adi Mengoti-- Bashai Tesfa Mikel Kifle
5, Kudo Felassi -- Bashai Abdelkadir Abrahim 

6, Adi Itay --Keshi Asfeha Mengistu
7, Tsubuk Grat -- Bashai Shebesh Kale-ab 

8, Geza Hidru --Ekuba Selassie Teqabo
9, Agama -- Hailu Nesere-ab 

10, ZbanDebri - Hailu Mengistu
11, Tera Imni -- Bashai Gebre Kristos Tewelde

12, Takhita --Bashai Maharai Gebre Medhin
13, Adi Kublo -- Haleka Tesariam Afley 

14, Adi Zeynu --  Blatta Welde Samuel Zegu
15, Adi Serawat -- Blatta Tewelde Kiflu

16, Adi Aguale’-- Bashai Iyese-ab Welde-Hariat

AWRAJA AKELE GUZAI
1, Gedele -- Fit. Gebre Negus Ande Gergish

2, Adgna -- Graz, Serse Endreas
3, Korbarya -- Kegn. G/zghier Gebretinsae 

4, Awle’ Tsoru --no name
5, Adi Ahderom -- Keshi Gebre Mirach

6, Ma’reba --Welde Gabriel Keshi Embafrash
7, Azayhe -- Bashai Ekuba Gabriel Gebre Yesus 

8, Wekerti – no name
9, Daba -- Haleka Berhe Asgedom 

10, Tewro --Kegn. Mehret-ab Ftaw
11, Adi Gahdi -- Bashai Meharena

12, Gura’ --  Gebrezghi Bahta




AWRAJA HAMASSIEN
1, Adi Zaul -- Bashai Welde Haimanot Weldekel 
2, Asmera, -- Fit. Abraham Jehar
3, Hinbirti -- Azmach Tela Bekhit 
4, Da'o Paulos -- Blatta Selomon Gebre
5, Adi Gombelo -- Gebre Tinsae Gebre 
6, Sela' Da'ro-- no name
7, Wekdiba -- Bashai Goitom Tewelde Medhin 
8, Deki Dashem Anseba --   Graz. Futur Bebre
9, Deki Zeru -- Gebre Meskel 
10, Mlad Zanoi -- Blatta kifle Bekhit
11, Tselale -- no name 
12, Weki -- Welde-ab Ekube
13, Adi Akolom -- Graz. Yosief Hidru 
14, Adi Teklezan -- Bashai Gebre Mariam Abrehe
15, Afdeyu -- Gila Maryam Keshi Seqar 
16, Shma Negus Tahtai -- Keshi G/Selassie Gila Maryam
17, Azien -- Blatta Tewelde 
18, Adi shekha -- She?ka Zera Tsion Habte

AWRAJA KEREN
1, Debre Sina -- Blatta Araya Manna 
2, She'eb -- Zimam Zegergish
3, Ira -- Balambaras W/Yohannes Almedom 
4, Bejuk -- Hamed Osman Mohammed Nur
5, Maria Tsellim and Keyeh -- Osman Mohammed Sheikh Romadan Abrahim, Osman Keren
6, Begu -- Chebey Hagos
Those names written above are keepers of the Law.
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Those names written below are nominated by the brothers and chosen to be
money keepers:


(Awraja Serae)
1, Re'se Debri Tewelde Medhin S'ele -- Takhita
2, Bashai Tesfai Debessai -- Adi Kem Nazim
3, Bashai Abdelkadir Abrahim -- Kudo Felassie


(Awraja Akele Guzai)
1, Barambaras Debas Welde Maryam -- Adi Digna
2, Graz. Weldu Tesfa Maryam – Gedele 

(Awraja Hamassien)
1, Graz. Kerin -- Weki
2, Bashai Zere Bekhit -- Milazanay
3, Kes Resom Tesfa Tsion and Kes Araya Fiseha -- Zaul
4, Kes Fiseha Berih and Blatta Araya Manna -- Debre Sina
5, Marya Keyeh and Tsellim -- Sheik Romadan Ibrahim
Money of the ’Ahwat’ Inda Blatta Osman Abera Hagos -- Asmera.


Those residing in Awraja Keren and descendants of Hebtyes living in Bogos
and throughout Methat, who are "Halewti Higi" are:
1, Ajmat Welde Maryam -- Terekbe Robto
2, Abba Mengistu Hagos -- Keren
3, Keshi Frenkiel Tinsae -- She'ib
4, She'ka Yosef Mihsun -- Keren
5, She'ka Azazi Seleba -- Shawish
6, Ato Tsegay Almedom -- She?ib
7, Tekleyes Nor -- She'ib
8, Sheik Neberai Kafla -- Mihlab
9, Bashai Debru Gebru -- Mihlab
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The Zaul people had continued meeting and contributing money and paying feud
money until the coming of the Derg, 1975. When feud money was needed, it was
divided among all "brothers" and collected by messengers. Some came to
weddings or funerals from far away and news were exchanged. But the Derg was
suspicious of any gatherings suspecting all Eritreans as sympathisers of the
?rebels?. Many villages were attacked by Ethiopian soldiers, many people
killed, murdered, burned etc that many Eritreans fled from their country.
After liberation, 1991, most of the elders or gatherers had died and the
Mahber was forgotten. 
There is a Zaul clan in Sahel.

THE ORIGIN OF ZAUL
As histories tell the origin of the Zaul was Wag in Lasta and their main
village being Sekota. 
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In the booklet in Geez and Tigrina printed in 1954, the first chief, or Wak Shim, was Wakshim TeKete Medhin who begat Wakshum Tewelde Medhin, who begot Gebre Medhin who bagat Wakshum MenliK. Number 11 in line is Wakshum Zuwabo who begat Shem Agame Azezoi, whose mother was Weizero Welete Kidusan daughter of Hasei Dawit (1380-1412), and sister to King Zere Yakob (b. 1399).
  

[image: image4.jpg]= = s

HDFAt) @@L @amT4h PN A hpAn
ETT NCEDT NNANE RS IROE L5 T
AL NI L0 OO BED WDLAA AT
Phen 9oL DAD

B PHGP ok w0y AL SN +op L
£y
& PN L0AL mBY BAL VPGP 1000

Eoooaagery s s e
i e L
& i * o
A oane s aima

4 ayma t hean

& o hewn row
B s e

B awiie s wen

W wen > 3 Y2 A,

T @hon oguc ant 25 a moe 4e1
B ROE HCA 9080 1 5 b.0333

o e g oag b

B b poa £t Ao
T R RMME 6T 0L 503 %2m






On 28 June of 1602 the chronicle states, the 4 sons of Shem Azezoi spread
from “Land of Akhora” to different directions, as far as Meshal Wedikele
and Tsezega. His wife was Weizero Abelkakha daughter of Kentiba Nasr of
Meshal Wedikele and her mother was Weizero MinTilin daughter of Ra’si Amde
Haimanot of Tsezega.
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 Shim Azezoi’s son was Habte Leul who begat Tigre
Mekonnen. Five generations later come Shim Debre Tsion Agame who had 7
children: 1, Bahr Negasi Amha Selassie 2, Bahr Negasi Abraham 3, Dejiat
Engeda 4, Dejiat Kifle Wahid 5, Ato Segid 6, Ato Welde Gerima and 7, Weizero
Tikaz.
  
Of these, Bahr Negasi Amha Selasie and Bahr Negash Abraham had their
centre in Bori Zula.
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Then there was a battle in Habab ad Kessela where brothers 1,2, and 4
fought the Aramis (pagans). Two brothers were killed in battle and Bahr
Negash Abraham returned to Agame. He raised an army and fought the enemies
revenging for his brothers and won the battle. And it was at this time he
discovered the fertile lands near the Habab that it gave him thought to
migrate north.
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Abraham led his and brothers? families and settled in Debarua. Because he
was a heavily built man he walked sideways and was nicknamed ´zewel, zewel
walker? that the name Zaul stuck. He was getting too old to migrate to the
fertile land he had seen and left this legacy to his 4 sons. His son Tesfa
Hariat begat four sons. The first two, Debre Tsion and Zere Tsion settled in
Weki and Adi Shakha. The second two, Fana and Zana are found in Debre Sina,
Maria Black and Red, and Mensa’ lands.


Ande Hariat settled in Zaul and had 5 sons. 1, Fisehazgi´s descendants are
found in Adi Damba, Seharti, Azayhe, Wekerti, Kor Barya, Awli'e Tsoru. 2,
Muluzgi did not have children. 3, Tu'umzgi's are found in Zaul. 4,
Tsomezgi?s are found in Zaul, Debre Shehat, Debre Sina, Gerger, Robto as far
as Sheib and Keren. 5, Abraham's are in Zaul and Ma'reba.
  
The two sons of Bahr Negasi Abraham, Ande Hariat and Tesfa Hariat
travelled northwards as their father had wished. In those days land was free
in abundance, and when one likes a place, he takes provided it was not taken
by others. Usually a few scouts are sent to study the land and surrounding.
They look for people and finding some, they ask whose land it was and given
information that it was available, they made pacts with the neighbours and
brought their extended families there. When people migrated after studies
made, they were many families with all their animals and cereals to last
them a year.
  
The two brothers came to an area which they liked to settle, but was
already inhabited. They spent the first night in a hill called EmbariKo and
argued. Ande Hariat wanted to uproot the people there. Uprooting in Tigrina
is "Bakushe" and he did so. Until now, the area is called Zaul Bakushe. His
brother Tesfa Hariat wanted to go to the place his father had told him and
said ?I will slay the inhabitants To slay in Tigrina is "selibe". So it is
now called Zaul Seleba.
  
Although these Zaul people are widely spread in Eritrea, they followed the
same law of their forefathers, called Law of the 4 sons of Shum Agame
Azezoi.
  
All Zauls in common, when one is promoted from Bahr Negasi to Kentiba, all
shall contribute and give him 5 cattle in the name of his brothers. They say
? When one of our brothers shall pay blood money, all brothers shall
contribute equally. He who receives the blood money shall take half to
himself and half to the treasure of the brothers. He who does not contribute
to this fee is out of the brotherhood. But if he regrets and pays after, and
promises to pay on other incidents shall be allowed to join in.
 From our people if one comes with a bride and groom, and says Kefey
Alekum, an animal shall be slaughtered for him and if not greeted that way,
they shall pay full 6 "Fergi" to the brothers' treasury.
  
If more than 5 brothers come travelling, they will come to the chief of
the brothers who shall tell the rest and slaughter an animal for them. This
is if they are travelling for matter of the brothers. Those not greeting
them this way shall pay as above. And this punishment money is put into the
brothers treasury.
  When a man is given Gar- blood money from the Elders, he is forbidden to
go from one village to the other.
  A Zaul bride rides alone on a mule, not as customary with the others that
the best man sits with her. The Zaul bride wears a Burnos, a black thick
blanket with her face partially opened when she is being taken to the
groom's village.


THE FIRST AND SECOND ZAUL, ADI BEYNU, OF SENHIT


     Of the two sons of Bahr Negash Abraham, the third son, Tesfa Hariat had
settled in Senhit and spread out in different directions. They call
themselves as the first Zaul in that area. As they speak Blein and Tigre
now, they pronounce Zaul as Jaul, as the Blein do not usually pronounce Z. I
found several families in Begu area, west of Keren.


     After 5-10 generations a man,a descendant of Ande Hariat, Hebtyes, from Ad
Zaul village of Hamassien was taken prisoner among others. They were being
herded to the west for several days and one night Hebtyes climbed up a tree
and escaped. He asked around and was told that the Zaul lived in the area.
His grandmother had long ago married and lived there and he was taken to
her. She lived in a village called ‘Zagga’. (Zagga or Dagga in Tigre in the
old times meant the main village).

    She was so surprised to see him come alone and asked him several times who he came with. He said ‘beyney’ ? alone. She had burkutta bread baked for him and said give it to ‘beynu’ that the rest of the people called him Beynu, a name still used for the clan. 

This story was told to me by Abba Fiseha Tsion Barnabas and before him by the elders of
Ad Zaul in 1992.

Hebtyes started living in Sheib Seleba near Debre Sina with the other Zaul
people, got married and lived by farming. He is my 8th grandfather. All
Zauls used to be buried in village Gejila, near Halib Mentel. Hebtyes
Beynu’s grandson Gebres was buried in Megarih in Keren. 

     A relative woman was said to be so distraught of his being buried there that she fell and hit
her head dying and being buried there too. His grandson Tiraj moved his family to Juffa, near Keren. Tiraj?s grandson Adgoi then moved to Keren . 

I have recorded several stories of these men.   I got most of the stories from my incredibly well remembering aunts in Keren, and many relatives and Zaul and Blein elders.

THE LAW OF LOGO CHEWA
It states that the Logo and Chewa origin as the brothers of the sons of
Saba. (It may mean that King Selomon had a son Zago, by Queen Saba´s maid.)
They arrived successively from Tigrai and Amhara land and settled in many
areas of Eritrea.

 Names of ‘Ailets’ or clans from one father are written among them the Logo, Chewa, Lamza, Zaulai etc. being more than 22 clans. Book Dekibat Hizbtat Ertra by A Pollera, trans Abba Isak G Yesus p 161 states that the Zaul of Senhit lived by the river Laba and came together
with Gebre TarKe and that both spoke the Agau language.

HISTORY OF THE ZAUL

The Below story was from one of Richard Sundstrom?s vast collections in
Tigre and Blein. In the Geez Booklet of 1954, Weizero Kesesait was the wife
of Dejiat Kifle Wahid, brother of Bahr Negash Abraham. She was the daughter
of Hasei Sertse Dengel (1563-1579) whose king name was Melake Seged, and her baptism name was Welete Mikel. 

It states that his capital town was Debarua and they had 6 children being 1, Bekimos 2, Lete Hawariat 3, Zewelde Mariam 4, Lete Dengil 5, Yohannes 6, Lete Tsion. Their descendants are spread in numerous villages in Kebessa.


In the Book "A Social history of Ethiopia" by R Pankhrust, p 278 Emperor Serse Dengel, faced by a Turkish advance inland from Massawa in 1578, it is said to have in one occasion reinforced his army with 150 musketeers. Since it is unlikely that he began the battle without any others it is probable that his total force of riflemen must have been at least a
couple of hundred strong. He soon afterwards defeated the Turks in a series
of engagements which culminated in his capture of their fort at Debarwa.

Translated from Tigre to Tigrina by Aboi Gebru Kifle 2 & 3. 98 Uppsala.
  Zaulai is the son of Woizero Aksesait. He was a soldier of Emperor
Yohannes the first. He descended down from the Kebessa (highlands) with the
emperor and camped at Shamtai. There were the Agagain and the Liban tribes.
The land originally belonged to the Barya who later migrated away leaving it
free to the Adagain and Liban people, who settled there. It suited them so
well that they became rich and strong.
   
They became so self assured that in the evenings after their animals have
been put inside, they did not care to respond to visitors.


   One day, the emperor came to Shamtai at evening time, but they were not
heard nearing because the Shamtai people were numerous with many animals,
being noisy. The emperor was angered being not received. He told Zaulai to
punish them for not properly receiving them. Zauli obeyed and went to them.
But the emperor continued to the Kebessa and did not return.
   
Zaulai as the viceroy of the emperor started living amongst them, and
settled at Seleba. There he put the Adagain and Liban people under his rule.
After this the Adagain and Liban people became less. Zaulai became the
owner of the land and became rich and numerous and ruled.


  Zaulai then begat three sons there. Their names are Jana, Irda, and Ilama.
Ilama begat Seleba, Almedai and Hamzai. Almedai begat Nebarai who begat
Hedrit, who begot Zegergis. Zegergis begat Beytit who begat Neberai, who
begat Zegergis, who begat Gargenji, who begat Natyal.
   
Natyal begat Atoshim, who begat Almedai and Neberai. Neberai begat
Zegergis who begat Hedrit. Hedrit begat Kefela, Neberai, Almedai and
Neberai. Kefela left no descendants. Zegergis begat Hedrit who begat
Neberai, who begat Almedai. Almedai begat Atoshim and Zegergis. Atoshim left
no descendants. Zegergis begat Beytit, who begat Tekle Gergis and Habte
Gergis. Habte Gergis was inherited. Tekle Gergis begat Neberai and Kafalai.
Neberai was inherited and Kafalai begat Neberai.

The Zaul used to name their sons repeatedly of their forefathers.
   Zaulai was a (lebam), smart man. He knew also how he would take over the
land. He was so far thinking man that he named his son Seleba, like the name
of that land. And to his daughter he used the swearing word of the clan
(fekera), as Jewett. And to Alga'ta he gave instead his daughter's swear
word, Jewett. His son's swear word then became Ab Selab. And until now
Alga'ta is still called Jewett.

In his water well (awset 'ila) is lahama(?). And at Kelekel(?) he had a
water well called Mara, and at this Mara well, whether cattle few or many
drunk of it whole day it did not dry out, neither was it too full to pour
water away.
    
The Zaul lived like this long time and one day a man called Suhul
(Mikel) came from the Kebessa (highlands) and raided and plundered them out
of Geregir. When Suhul ravaged them the survivors limped back to Alga'ta.
p2 of Tigrina and p4 of Tigre.
   
Shum Tinse'u's mother was of Zaul tribe, and he lived with the Zaul. He
too went to the Bet Shahken (Mensa) and told them, "I have found you near
disappearing people, you go and take over their land as they cannot defend
themselves. I will come with thou. But will you give me any Tigre (serf) and
land of my choosing?" The Bet Shahken agreed to his wish.
   The Ad Zerit (Mensa, Bet Shahken) were living at Haiget (Mensa land).
They agreed to this and Shum Tinse'u led them to Alga'ta and they settled
there.


p2
A man of 'Teker tribe married a Zaul girl and she bore him a son. She went
to her father's land and asked her people to bless her son. They agreed to
do so and asked her to say what she wished. She answered she wanted land in
the left side of the river, and they gave it to her.
When the Ad Zerit settled at that land, the Zaul weakened and left the
land to the Ad Zerit and themselves became the Tigre (serf) of Ad Zerit, who
became their lords.

As promised, Shum Tinse'u was given as many Tigre and land of his
choosing. The Zaul weakened this way and are still now under them. This
happened because their daughter's son, Shum Tinse'u brought this hardship on
them.
   
And the land the 'Te'ker took from the Zaul is still in their hands. But
they sold the greater share of it to the Bet Shahken. But even now, the
'Te'ker have more land than the Zaul. The Zauls have been degraded like they
did not once own the land.
   
After this, at the time of Emperor Yohannes the second (IV), Ras Wolde
Mikel came there and asked who the real owners of the land were, and the Bet
Shahken informed him that it was the Zaul people. The Ras then decided the
Zaul should roam all around the land with Kentiba Mohammed, to go around
collecting tribute to be given to the monks. The monks would then give them
one fifth of the tribute. The Zaul agreed to this and went to their lands.
   
But even then, Medin son of Kifle of Weki, said to Ras Wolde Mikel that
he was the head of all the Zaul, and the Ras agreed that Medin be their
chief. But when he started roaming the land to collect tribute, the Zaul and
Bet Shahken declared it was their land. They denied him access as his land
was where he lived in. Because of this they petitioned to Ras Wolde Mikel
who agreed with the Zaul and Bet Shahken as the rightful land owners and
returned the land to them.
   
After this while they roamed around with the elected, even Ras Wolde
Mikel was imprisoned. After him, Ras Alula was appointed and even at his
rule the Ad Zerit went around with the elected and contributed tribute to
the monks. From the monks they were given their equal shares.
   
While these situations were continuing, the Italians came and colonised
the country but the Italians were unabled to solve the land dispute but told
them to work under the Gubtan(?) and serve the government. After some time
the Italians ordered them to leave their work and the Italians workers with
the Gubtan would work it. It was left off this way.
                                                  E N D


QUARREL BETWEEN ADI ZEMAT AND ADI BEYNU From Sundstrom collections.
Ad Zemat and Ad Beynu quarrelled with each other. Ad Beynu then went up to
Kebessa and settled there. They came down from Kebessa and raided the Ad
Zemat and slaughtered the cattle and ate them. At that time, Ashed son of
Naib had married a girl from Adi Beynu.


Making it look like a raid, they took Ashed wedi Naib´s cow, ate it and
took the Hakele to their daughter. (the girl of Adi Beynu). She got angry
and asked why they ate her cow. They answered "let alone yours, we ate of
others as well", and continued doing this for a long time.
  
Then a man called Mender wedi Tiraj of Adi Beynu fell sick. He told his
sons to bury him in Megarih, not here. They answered him that they and the
Megarih people were in bad terms. He said that if Hakin wedi Medin was not
in tenkol, he will let me be buried there, and died. The sons obeyed his
wish and started the journey to Megarih. They sent mourning message to
Hakin.
  
Hakin gathered the Ad Idekel and Ad Zemat and receiving the corpse had it
buried in Megarih. Cattle were brought from all villages and slaughtered to
eat (as custom in funeral).
  
While the buryers sat in the shade and ate, Hakin got up and said, " The
Ad Beynu were raiding, killing and eating. Now that their man has died, they
returned to their land to bury him. They raided and ate not only of yours,
but of mine too. Now because of this mans death, they have stopped doing
this, and let them return to their land. Any man claiming his cattle killed
and takes revenge, beware. He will hurt himself only", he told the audience.
Because of the body of Mender wedi Tiraj of Adi Beynu, they all reconciled
and the Ad Beynu returned to their own land.

                                           * * * * *

